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first place draws attention to the fact that in the great majority of cases (in 
92.77 per cent, according to a previous investigation of his) senile cataract 
begins exactly in the same manner as the artificial cataract. This points to 
senile cataract being essentially a disturbance in the nutrient current, show¬ 
ing itself first at the places where the current enters the lens. While, how¬ 
ever, in experimental artificial cataract, the opacity is the result of an altered 
chemical constitution of the nutrient fluid, this cannot well be assumed in 
the case of senile cataract. It is more likely that the disturbance is more of 
a circulatory nature, and probably, too, this is the consequence of the senile 
sclerosis which takes place in the lens fibres. Further, no doubt there is a 
diminished power of resistance in the lens fibres of old people which favors 
the opacity which a stasis in the lymph-current tends to give rise to. In 
diabetic cataract, of course, it is natural to suppose that the opacity is more 
directly caused by the altered chemical constitution of the nutrient fluid. 
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The Porro Operation, with Invagination of the Stump. 

Frank’s method of performing the Porro operation has been adopted by 
Beaucamp, who describes five cases so treated (Archivfur Oyndkologie, Band 
xl. Heft 1). Three of the operations were done for contracted rhachitic 
pelves, with a history of previous confinements with death of the foetus. 
Mothers and children recovered. 

One case ended fatally from hemorrhage between the membranes and 
uterine wall. The fifth case was that of a woman, brought to the hospital in 
a dying condition with ruptured uterus ; the operation consisted of the total 
extirpation of the uterus after it had been inverted through the vagina. A 
fatal result followed, but the post-mortem showed the operation to have been 
successful so far as union was concerned. 

Beaucamp describes his method as follows: Patients with contracted 
pelves are examined in the middle of pregnancy, and the chances afforded by 
induced labor and the Caesarean and Porro operations are explained to them, 
the chances of the two latter being given as equally favorable. Labor is 
induced at the end of the thirty-third week. If the Porro operation is to be 
done, the patient enters the hospital in the thirty-ninth week, and is suitably 
prepared. The operation consists in opening the abdomen and the uterus, 
and removing the foetus. The uterus is then inverted, and its attachments to 
the vagina are sutured. The abdomen is then closed, and the uterus and 
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tubes and ovaries are removed, and the pelvic peritoneum carefully sutured. 
Simplicity, speed, and safety are claimed for this procedure. 

If the elastic ligature is employed, and the uterus resected at the cervix, 
the pelvic peritoneum is stitched about the stump, which is pushed up into 
the pelvis and a tampon of iodoform gauze is placed against it. The after- 
treatment consists in antisepticizing the vagina. 

Forceps to the After-coming Head. 

A plea for the forceps to the after-coming head is made by Staedler 
(Archiv fur Gijnakologie, Band xl. Heft 1). He adduces ten cases from 
Bischoff’s clinic, at Basel, of which no mother died ; two children died 
during labor, and two more after labor. Most of the children were born 
deeply asphyxiated, but revived. In all, Staedler tabulates fifty cases, show¬ 
ing 72 per cent, of living children. He would first try manual extraction, 
then forceps, last perforation. His cases were chiefly contracted pelves, com¬ 
plicated by cross position. 

The Treatment of Occipito-posterior Rotations. 

Meyer, of Dorpat, treats posterior rotation of the occiput by combined 
external and internal manipulation, inserting the whole or portion of the 
hand within the vagina, while the other hand cooperates by external pressure 
upon the head. He thus endeavors to rotate the occiput anteriorly, or pos¬ 
teriorly, and holds the head in the most favorable position obtainable until 
he has applied the forceps. An assistant furthers the endeavors of the 
operator by pressure upon the trunk through the abdominal walls. Meyer 
reports three illustrative cases .—Archiv fur Gyndkologie , Band xl. Heft 1. 

Puerperal Eclampsia. 

At a recent meeting of the Obstetrical Society of London, Herman reported 
five cases, and from these and others previously reported by him, summarized 
the following observations: (1) Four children out of ten died in utero. 
(2) The cases showed no direct effect of the fits on the temperature. (3) In 
all the cases observed at the beginning of the disease, except two, the quantity 
of urine was lessened. Of the two exceptions, one died, and in the other 
renal disease persisted after childbed. (4) In all the excretion of nitrogenous 
matter in the urine was absolutely diminished, and in most the percentage 
was diminished. (5) In all the urine was at one time nearly or quite solid 
with albumin. In three of the cases the fits appeared to increase the amount 
of albumin. The two cases in which the albuminous precipitate contained 
the largest proportion of paraglobulin both recovered. Of three in which the 
amount of paraglobulin was less than in the rest, two died, and in one renal 
disease persisted. (6) In all that recovered there was rapid increase in the 
amount of urine and the quantity of nitrogenous matter contained in it, and 
diminution in the amount of albumin. This restoration did not, as a rule, 
take place till some hours after the cessation of the fits, and went on more 
rapidly after delivery in the cases in which the cessation of fits preceded 
delivery. This restoration of renal function did not take place in the cases 



OBSTETRICS. 


315 


which died. (7) Retinitis was present in only two cases, both of which 
died.— British Medical Journal, 1891, No. 1593, p. 72. 

The Hepatic Lesions of Eclampsia. 

An addition to our knowledge of the hepatic lesions in eclampsia, of which 
so much is due to the report of cases by Pilliet, is made in Bulletins de la 
Societe Anatomique de Paris, 1891, vol. vi. p. 353, by Papillon and Audain. 
In the case itself there was nothing of especial rarity among eclamptic cases. 
Labor was spontaneous; the urine contained albumin, but no bile; the 
patient died after labor, with icterus and high temperature. 

Upon post-mortem examination, multiple ecchymoses of discolored blood 
were found beneath the capsule of the liver. Microscopic examination of 
the liver tissue revealed fatty degeneration of the liver-cells with multiple 
thromboses of the venous radicles, and infiltration with masses of fibrin, the 
thread-dike reticula of which could be traced to the terminations of liver-cells. 
The hepatic lesions were strongly suggestive of extensive disorganization of 
the blood. 

In discussion, Pilliet confirmed these observations, and added that he had 
found several sorts of microbes in the livers of eclamptic patients, but none 
which could be isolated as pathognomonic. 

The Poisonous Properties of the Urine during Pregnancy. 

A curious and interesting corroboration of the belief that during pregnancy 
the woman excretes more toxic material than when not pregnant, is found in 
the result of experiments by Blanc ( Annales de Gynicologie, 1891, Tome xxxvi. 
p. 15). He injected the urine of the non-pregnant and pregnant woman 
into rabbits, and observed the effects. Symptoms of ptomaine intoxication 
were more marked when the urine of pregnancy was injected, and basing a 
comparison upon the body weight of the various animals the ratio of toxicity 
was 115 to 132, the latter expressing the poisonous properties of the urine of 
pregnancy. 

Twin Pregnancy in a Primipara, followed by Eclampsia; 

Recovery. 

Loviot ( Bulletins et Memoires de In Societe Obstetric de de Paris, 1891, No. 8) 
reports the case of a primipara having albuminuria who was found to be in 
labor with twins. The first child was safely delivered by the application of 
forceps to the breech; the second was a vertex presentation, delivered by 
forceps. Both children lived. 

Several hours after labor the mother had eclampsia ; her paroxysms gradu¬ 
ally yielded to treatment. A portion of the vulvo-vaginal tissue became 
inflamed, and there was high fever. The curette was successfully used to 
remove the slough, and mercurial solutions were injected into the uterus. 
Three weeks after labor, the patient suffered from a brief attack of phlebitis. 
Recovery finally ensued. The most useful measure in the treatment seemed 
to have been the drainage of the uterus by strips of iodoform gauze. 
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Secondary Perineorrhaphy during the Puerperal State. 

Von Weiss has treated five patients who had sustained extensive lacera¬ 
tion of the perineum in former labors by perineorrhaphy shortly after a sub¬ 
sequent confinement. One of the cases had prolapse and ulceration of the 
cervix. After antiseptic treatment had healed the eroded surfaces, the cervix 
was replaced and the laceration successfully repaired. The method employed 
was the flap-operation of Sanger, and the time chosen was as soon as abraded 
surfaces had healed, and before the patient left her bed. The results were 
successful.— Wiener klinische Wochenschrift, 1891, No. 29. 

Elevation op Temperature op Obscure Origin in the 
Puerperal State. 

Coe (American Journal of Obstetrics, 1891, No. 6) reports, among others, the 
case of a patient who had high fever after confinement, without appreciable 
cause. A mass was finally discovered in the abdomen, and laparotomy on 
the twenty-fourth day after labor revealed an ovarian abscess containing a 
drachm of pus, situated deeply among the intestines, shut off by a thick wall 
from the peritoneal cavity. The appendix vermiformis could not be found, 
and the condition was thought to be an old appendicitis with intestinal adhe¬ 
sions, in which fresh inflammation followed labor. No puerperal sepsis could 
be discovered, and nothing abnormal in the pelvis. 

Tubal Abortion. 

In the Transactions of the Obstetrical Society of London, vol. xxxii. p. 342, 
Sutton describes a case of tubal pregnancy in which rupture of the fcetal 
membranes occurred after examination. On laparotomy the left tube was 
found to have been the seat of pregnancy, abortion in the tube having occurred 
from apoplexy of the ovum. This apoplexy was attended by pain and slight 
shock. 

The Inhalation of Oxygen in Treating Newborn Infants. 

Bonnaire (Bulletins et Mcmoires de la Soci'ete Obstetricale de Paris, 1891, 
No. 6) has obtained good results, in cases of fcetal asphyxia from imperfect 
heart and in infections destroying the red blood-corpuscle, by inhalation of 
oxygen. 

[In severe broncho-pneumonia of infants with marked cyanosis we have 
had a similar experience. The do3age depends entirely upon the effect ; 
oxygen may be inhaled until an appreciable result follows, repeated when 
needed.—E d.] 

C.esarean Section. 

Successful operations are reported by Bar (Revue Obstetricale et Gyn&c-olo- 
gique, 1891, No. 4) for cystic enchondroma of the pubis; by Porak (Ibid.) 
for cancer of the cervix, the patient and child surviving the operation, 
but the cancer steadily progressing to a fatal result. It is worthy of note that 
in this case Porak operated before labor began. Cameron (British Medical 
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Journal , 1891, p. 511) has operated nine times successfully, checking hemor¬ 
rhage by manual compression, closing the uterine wound with silk, with 
superficial stitches where required. Cameron had one fatal case, a patient 
who had fallen and had hemorrhage, who died of fatty, dilated heart. 
Granger (Ibid.) operated successfully upon a dwarf, using a drainage-tube 
through the incision and vagina. 

Crimail (Annales de Oynecologie, 1891, vol. xxxv.) operated successfully a 
second time upon a rhachitic woman on whom he operated in 1889. The 
incision was made at the edge of the first uterine wound. The silk sutures 
of the first operation had been absorbed, leaving only the knots partially 
imbedded in the uterine tissue. 
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Diverticulum op the Rectum Simulating Cyst of the Vaginal 

Wall. 

Heydrich (Centralblatt fiir Gynakologie, 1891, No. 21) reports a unique 
case of this character, in which the correct diagnosis was made before the 
operation. The patient developed a specific colitis soon after marriage, from 
which resulted a stricture of the rectum. Ulceration above the point of stric¬ 
ture and inflammation of the cellular tissue between the rectum and vagina 
followed, and a peri-rectal abscess formed, communicating with the gut; the 
sac gradually increased in size, causing a protrusion of the posterior vaginal 
wall, which at length appeared at the vulva, presenting the appearance of an 
ordinary cyst. The differential diagnosis was extremely difficult, the presence 
of the stricture being an important aid, as well as the softness and absence of 
tension noted in the sac. The anterior wall of the sac was incised, a quantity 
of turbid mucus being evacuated, and its edges were united to those of the 
vaginal wound. Healing by granulation promptly occurred, after which the 
stricture was dilated. 

Papillomatous Ovarian Cystoma. 

Frankel (Deutsche med. Wochenschrift, 1891, No. 6) confirms the general 
opinion that papillomatous ovarian cysts are clinically malignant, since they 
are prone to metastases, even though anatomically they are not atypical in 
structure. Their malignancy is shown by the tendency of the papillary 
masses to penetrate the inner wall of the cyst and spread over its serous 
covering and thence over the entire surface of the peritoneum. The general 
thickening of the latter is due to the presence of minute papillary growths, 
which degenerate to form a viscid fluid, Metastases have been observed in 



